PARMOTREMA LARENSE SP, NOV. FROM VENEZUELA (Lichenes: 
PARMELIACEAE) 


Manuel López Figueiras 
Apartado postal 130 
MERIDA, Venezuela. 


Thallus laxe corticola triste cinereus viridis usque ad 
3-4.5 cm diametro lobis rotundatis 7-8 mm latis cortice supe- 
riore subundulato margine sorediatis,revolute et sparse ci- 
liatis,ciliis simplicibus 0.9-2 mm longis,soraliis subcepita- 
tis confluentibus parcialiter subnarginalibus,sorediis granu- 
losis;strato corticeo superiore 25p crasso;strato gonidiali 
10-15p crasso; medulla alba 20-25J crassa;strato corticeo in- 
feriore 40-50// crasso,nigro rhizinato in marginibus evoluto 
et griseo usque ed griseum albescens, sperse rhizinste 
stricte zonaliter in marginalibus,rhizinis simplicibus,nigris 
densibus,oarte media densioribus minus ad margines. Apothecia 


ignota. 


Thallus adnate on bark,greenish ashy gray ,3-4.5 cm broad; 
lobes rotund 7-8 mm wide; upver cortexe 25p wide,dull weakly 
undulate; margins sorediate,revolute and sparsely ciliate, 
cilia simple 0.:-2 mm long; soralia subcapitate,confluent, in 
part submarginzl,soredia granulate;algal layer 10-15 p wide; 
medulla alba 20-25p wide;lower cortex 40-50 wide, black and 
rhizinate but changing to brown or pale brown near margins, 
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sparsely rhizinate in a narrow zone at the margins;rhizines 
simple,black,dense at the center and decreasing towards the 


edzes.Apothecia unknown. 


Chemistry : Atranorin,lichexanthone(in the medulla), 
norlobaridone,unknown ( loxodin ? ). 

Holotyve: Venezuela,Mdo Lara,Sierra de Barbacoas,en- 
tre Barbacozs y San Pedro,1400-1500 m,corticícola,12 marzo 
1978,Lóoez Figueiras 19152(MERF) ;isotype in US. 

This specie is easily identified by the occurrence 
of lichexanthone in the white medulla,it's chemistry and 
the presence of soredi2.Norlobaridone was identified by co- 
chromatography "ith Parmotrema reitzii Hale and Parmotrema 
hababiabum (Gyel.) Hale. 

The occurrence of what is normally a substance corti- 
cal,lichexanthone,in the medulla of P.larense is of con- 
siderable taxonomic importance.Only three other lichens 
Parmotrema ultralucens(Krog) Hale,Parmotrema diffractaicum 
(Essl.) Hale and Parmotrema conjunctum Hale (Hale 1974) 


are known to have this substance in the medulla. 
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